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has fulfilled            many a fantasy as the sexy lead singer of the Pussycat Dolls. but for her solo debut,  

nicole scherzinger    Her Name Is Nicole, this old-fashioned girl is making us wait for the goods.
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icole scherzinger is about to give birth. 
well, sort of. “i don’t claim to be the 
best artist, writer or singer, but i know 
it comes from the right place,” she 
says, collapsing her manicured fingers 
around her midsection. “the belly of my 
stomach, the well of my stomach runs 
really deep.”

on this breezy los angeles afternoon, 
i entered siren studios for this photo 
shoot thinking i had its accompanying 
article all figured out. the subject: 
nicole scherzinger, frontwoman for the 
multiplatinum Pussycat dolls, and her 
long-delayed solo debut.

i thought we would talk about her 
reality-tv days (she was a member 
of popstars-created eden’s crush 
before joining the Pcd—as they’re 
affectionately referred to), her new 
solo album and her burgeoning sex-
symbol status. it sounded pretty 
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straightforward. i mean, i had seen 
popstars. i knew she was the ambitious 
one, determined to make it at all costs. 
i had even seen a little of the Pussycat 
doll reality show, pussycat dolls present: 
the search for the next doll. i did my 
research: multiracial songbird raised in a 
conservative catholic family in the south 
turns sexy lead siren of this generation’s 
spice girls. what more was there to 
know?

i expected her to be just another 
pretty face with a pretty voice. what i 
didn’t expect was to have a conversation 
about identity, determination and 
self-discovery. i didn’t expect that this 
beautiful woman with raven locks would 
be an introspective artist who wants 
nothing more than to be respected for 
her craft—and not her body. but with 
scherzinger reportedly having more than 
100 songs recorded (“i don’t keep count 
anymore,” she says, “but i love it, and 
that’s what matters”), fans are beginning 
to wonder if her forthcoming solo debut, 
her name is nicole, will ever move beyond 
the gestation stage.

“i could never jeopardize who i am 
and what i stand for as a person, as a 
woman, as an artist and as a solo artist 
coming out now for the sake of [a release 
date],” scherzinger says of the album 
that was originally scheduled for a 2007 
release. “time or reason doesn’t matter 
when it comes to something this big, 
when it comes to your lifelong dream. 
i think i would definitely be a lot more 
frustrated if the album was out and i 
wasn’t happy with it.”

seated in a director’s chair in a sparse 
dressing room above the studio, the 29-
year-old songstress isn’t one bit the vixen 
i’ve seen on the small screen. wearing 
a big gray sweater, red tank top and 
fitted jeans, scherzinger is soft-spoken 
and reserved. clearly drained from the 
daylong shoot, she snacks on an energy 
bar as we sit down to talk. still, after 
what has probably been months of press 
and promotion, she seems happy to talk 
about the project.

“it’s just one continuous journey,” 
she says of the album in between bites. 
“i started out just making music that 
showed the other sides of me. i am still 

exploring that. i don’t think i have found 
any definite number of songs that says, 
‘this is it; this says who i am as a solo 
artist coming out.’ i haven’t found that 
yet.

“i am continuously being challenged 
and inspired,” she continues. “it’s safe 
because it’s not out yet, but it’s also scary 
because you really want to challenge 
yourself as an artist, to take risks. you 
want to do things that you’re not used to 
doing. i got to work with a lot of people 
that i wouldn’t have expected to work 
with. i was in the studio the other night, 
and i was like, ‘i didn’t even know i 
could do this. this is great!’”

the “this” the singer refers to was 
an unnamed song written by Floetry’s 
marsha ambrosius and produced by 
scherzinger’s friend mad scientist. 
“it was a little more r&b than what 
i do,” she says. “so tapping into their 
swagger and getting into that zone—the 
rhythm, the heart of the song—i had to 
really open my mind to what they were 
channeling and go from that place.”

at times she sounds more like a self-
help guru than a pop starlet. but given 
her “journey,” it makes sense.

born nicole elikolani Prescovia 
scherzinger in honolulu to a single 
mother of hawaiian/russian descent, the 
singer (whose birth father is Filipino) 
moved with her family from the sandy 
shores of oahu to the bluegrass hills 
of louisville, kentucky, when she was 
six. at a tender age, she says, she always 
wanted to sing and emulated legendary 
divas such as whitney houston, roberta 
Flack and sade. while attending ohio’s 
wright state university, she briefly 
joined the rock band days of the new 
as a backup singer. later, she auditioned 
and scored a spot on the short-lived 
american idol precursor popstars. 

as a member of eden’s crush, 
scherzinger received her first taste of 
stardom. the five-girl group scored 
nominal success with its 2001 debut 
single, “get over yourself,” and 
disbanded soon after. two years later, 
scherzinger auditioned for the Pussycat 
dolls, a group based on a popular los 
angeles burlesque ensemble. Five years 
and more than 2 million albums sold 
later, scherzinger is a household name—
almost.

considering that she sees herself, like 
her album, as a work in progress, i ask 
scherzinger what she thinks about the 
way other media outlets have portrayed 

her. 
“i don’t think they show my story. 

i don’t think they show who i am. 
sometimes, when i read my stories, i am 
not interested. so why are other people 
going to be interested? i know that there 
is more stuff in here. there are more 
stories and more interesting things to 
talk about than what lies on the surface. 
when i read stories about myself, it 
just seems so one-dimensional, kind of 
shallow i think.” 

despite scherzinger’s assertions, 
one can easily see why she would be 
pigeonholed with other run-of-the-
mill celebutantes and pop wannabes 
that demand respect for their art but 
would rather litter the blogosphere 
with bikini shots and leaked sex tapes. 
songs such as scherzinger’s debut 
solo single, “whatever u like,” are far 
from australian pop star helen reddy’s 
anthemic “i am woman.” the submissive 
song, which features t.i., is really no 
different than similarly sexualized Pcd 
tracks “don’t cha” and “buttons.” still, 
her second single, the will.i.am-produced 
“baby love,” showed scherzinger’s softer 
side as well as her seasoned pipes.

“i want people to know more of my 
heart and my passion for music,” she 
says. “sometimes it gets away from all 
that. i started as a little girl that loved to 
sing. that’s what i’ve always loved and 
wanted to do. now, i am finally living this 
dream.”

her name is nicole is the actualization 
of that dream. scherzinger shrewdly 
brokered the solo-album deal with 
interscope when she signed on as the 
lead singer of the dolls five years ago. 
still, with her first two singles never 
gaining ground on the radio, the album’s 
release has been delayed several times.

“i keep saying the words ‘the journey,’” 
she admits when discussing the setbacks, 
likening herself to dorothy in the wizard 
of oz. “sometimes, you’re walking and 
you don’t know where the path is going 
to lead, but you keep going past those 
obstacles [because] you know that there 
is a promised land after all that hard 
work. and if you’re true to yourself, are 
willing to fall sometimes and are willing 
to open yourself up, then in the end it 
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will all be worth it.”
songwriter sean garrett, who worked 

with scherzinger on “whatever u like,” 
“winning women” and “buttons,” 
believes her tenacity will pay off. “she’s 
really passionate about her work,” 
garrett says. “she wants to win, and 
that die-hard work ethic is appreciated. 
sometimes i have to pull her out of the 
[recording] booth and say, ‘ok, nicole. 
we got it.’ and she still wants to go back 
in. i appreciate that.”

“i think it’s a good thing to strive to 
be better,” scherzinger says about her 
perfectionist tendencies. “i think there’s 
a time where you have to let things go, 
vibe it out and feel it, and i think that’s 
where i go wrong. i get into my own 
head too much. i just don’t allow it to 
happen. but then there are other times 
where i think it’s ok to want to keep 
pushing to make this into the best it can 
be. who doesn’t want to strive for that?”

scherzinger says that same drive has 
kept her out of the tabloids—save for her 
brief romance with Laguna beach star 

talan torriero. the couple reportedly 
split in late 2007. “i am in the dang 
studio all the time,” she says with a laugh. 
“maybe if i wasn’t working so hard, i 
could cause some more ruckus.” it’s 
true. google “nicole scherzinger” and 
you won’t even find a traffic violation. i 
blame her “good girl” upbringing. 

“all my friends who are in the industry 
hang out at the studio,” she adds, getting 
serious. “that’s what we always do. that’s 
where our party is. Plus, i know my 
mama is watching me.”

scherzinger says she doesn’t 
understand the paparazzi and gossip-
blog craze. “i do what i do, and they do 
what they do. i try to keep my mind clear 
of that because to me it’s not real. it’s not 
why i am here. i could be open to that 
and let it taint me, but it’s up to me to be 
like, ‘that’s over there, and i am going to 
be over here doing my thing,’ and that’s 
my music and working on myself.”

she serenades me with the ne-yo-
penned “save me From myself” to drive 
her point home: “tears don’t stop the 

rain / rain don’t hide the tears / the 
tears i’ve cried / i’ve felt my share of 
pain, my share of fears / but through it 
all, i’m not afraid.”

“it’s a timeless song,” she says, beaming 
proudly. “it hits very close to my heart. 
what i feel when i sing that song, it 
really just resonates within me. i think 
if other people hear it, they will be able 
to relate and connect as well. there isn’t 
anybody that i know in this world that 
doesn’t need help or saving sometime.”

when i again bring up the question 
of when the public might hear all of this 
music, scherzinger is hesitant to say. 
labor pain can be a bitch, but she’s not 
pushing until she’s good and ready.

“i am going to be heard!” she finally 
says with a laugh. “not just heard, but 
felt...and not felt up!” 
for more: giantmag.com/nicole-scherzinger
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