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Columbus Short is a scene stealer. The for-
mer Britney Spears choreographer had his 
breakthrough moment in the 2007 fi lm Stomp 
the Yard and then followed it up with a riveting 
performance as the hard-partying harmonica 
virtuoso Little Walter in Cadillac Records. This 
year, the L. A.–bred actor is spreading his 
wings with an R&B album produced by 
Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis and two action-
crime thrillers—Whiteout and Armored. Short 
recently talked to UPTOWN about making 
his presence felt in Tinseltown. 

UPTOWN: Why did you leave Britney?
Columbus Short: Dancing was never a 
passion. It was a way to make money. I had to 
break out...to do something [that made me] 
super happy. That’s when I went head fi rst into 
my acting career.

Now you’re in Whiteout with Kate 
Beckinsale, which is about a murder 
set in Antarctica. How diffi cult was it 
fi lming in the cold? It was nightmarish…out 
there in zero-degree weather with the chance of  
frostbite and hypothermia. But it’s going to be a 
cool movie.

Armored also sounds pretty cool. How’d 
you score that role? It was written for a 
white actor. They were [looking at] the Tobey 
McGuires, the Jake Gyllenhaals, and the 
Channing Tatums. But I went to dinner 
with the director [Nimród Antal]. He said, ‘I 
didn’t see the role as black—I am just being 
honest.’ I said, ‘Well, you should see the role 
as black.’ So we talked, he hired me, and now 
we’re best friends.

Looks like that meeting paid off. So, you 
portray an ex-Marine who gets caught up 
in a $42  million  robbery plot? [My charac-
ter is] losing his house and dealing with postwar 
syndrome and all types of  things mentally that 
make him an interesting character. I go against 
the plan and these guys—Laurence Fishburne, 
Matt Dillon, Jean Reno, and Skeet Ulrich—
come after me, and I have to save the day.

You work with several vets in that fi lm, 
have any others given you good career 
advice? Denzel [Washington] said, ‘I’ve seen 
a lot of  people come and go. I hope you stay.’ [I 
realize] that’s all based on decision making and 
the work you put in. You got to keep going. 
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Spotlight: 
Columbus Short
A rising triple threat  By Rashaun Hall
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