
 anet Jackson hiding 
a secret love child. Ciara being a post-
op transsexual. Rihanna carrying on a 
steamy love affair with Jay-Z. Salacious 
gossip is nothing new to hip-hop, but 
nowadays the talk isn’t only flying out of 
Wendy Williams’s mouth, it’s also being 
posted on urban blogs that pack enough 
street swagger, snide commentary and 
’hood-rich vernacular to make their 
Paris Hilton- and Lindsay Lohan-centric 
counterparts look like kids’ play. 

“When I realized that many gossip 
sites rarely ever mentioned a black celeb, 
I e-mailed them about including more,” 
says Natasha Eubanks, the writer behind 
the popular Young, Black, and Fabulous 
blog (ybf.blogspot.com). “When I got no 
responses, I decided to do it myself.”

Eubanks isn’t the only one who took 
matters into her own hands. Throughout 
the past few years, a new crop of urban 
blogs has emerged that includes such 
sites as YBF, Crunk & Disorderly 
(crunktastical.blogspot.com) and Nah 
Right (nahright.com).

“Everybody is thirsty for up-to-
the-minute news,” says Eskay, who 
launched Nah Right in May 2005. “Blogs 
are particularly attractive because, in 
addition to information, they offer the 
unique opinion and voice of the person 
blogging. The ability to comment on 
posts is also a big draw to people who 

A growing number of urbAn blogs keep hip-hop stArs’ 
dirt on front street.
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want to share their own opinions.”
Gossip-hungry fans aren’t the 

only ones reading. “Music labels and 
entertainment groups have realized 
the power of the urban consumer and 
are sending us info to get out to these 
consumers,” Eubanks says.

But despite urban blogs’ rising 
popularity, some entertainment 
journalists take issue with this style of 
news reporting.

“Blogs are online diaries written by 
your average Joe—people who don’t 
work in the entertainment industry and 
have no formal journalism training,” 
says Jawn Murray, a columnist for AOL’s 
Black Voices and a regular personality 
on the Tom Joyner Morning Show. “They 
report arbitrary gossip, things they hear 
in hair salons and barbershops or read 
on message boards. They lift content 
and take photos from other Web sites 
without permission. Blogs should have a 
disclaimer that says, ‘For entertainment 
purposes only,’ because as entertaining 
as they may be, they are definitely not 

reputable news sources.”
Although Murray attributes the 

success of these sites to their “shock and 
awe” tactics, Eubanks argues that black 
bloggers tend to be rather protective of 
their celebrities. “The sites that cater to 
the Lindsays and Parises go out of their 

way to tear celebrities down, but we 
don’t have the privilege of tearing down 
our own,” Eubanks says.

Eskay counters that this sheltering 
approach is only adopted when people 
outside of the urban landscape attack 
our celebrities. “I think that many of us, 
when we are amongst ourselves, find 
great satisfaction in picking our heroes 
apart,” he says.

And isn’t that what blogging’s all 
about? rashaun hall
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“Blogs are definitely 
not reputaBle news 
sources.”
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Hip-hop scandals and rumors run rampant on the Web.


