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“I’M ALL ABOUT 
TAKING CHANCES 
AND SEIZING 
OPPORTUNITIES.”

he Spirit  WithinT
BRITISH SINGER 
LEONA LEWIS AIMS 
FOR STATESIDE 
SUCCESS—WITHOUT 
GOING TO REHAB.

WINNING OVER fi ckle 
US audiences is no small 
feat for most foreign-born 
artists, but British songstress 
Leona Lewis isn’t fazed by the 
challenge at hand. “America 
is like a second home to me. 
I recorded most of my album 
there,” says Lewis from her 
native London. Her pop- and 
R&B-infused debut album, 
Spirit, features top producers 
such as Ne-Yo, Akon, J.R. 
Rotem and Dallas Austin. “I 
wanted the album to refl ect 
my life,” the 23-year-old singer 
says. “It’s an introduction to 

my sound and style.”
Lewis boasts the support 

of two music-industry 
heavyweights: infamous 
American Idol judge Simon 
Cowell and legendary 
music impresario Clive 
Davis, who co-signed her 
to J Records/SyCo Music in 
2007 after she won the UK 
reality competition The X 
Factor (think American Idol 
for Brits). Davis recently 
invited Lewis to perform 
at his annual Pre-Grammy 
Party, where he introduced 
her to an intimate audience of 

industry executives as the next 
musical superstar. Known for 
his keen ear, Davis identifi ed 
Fantasia, Alicia Keys and 
Carrie Underwood as future 
superstars when they were 
fresh-faced newcomers. 

Lewis credits her X Factor 
win with helping to generate 
a solid buzz for her project. 
“I was doing my demo and 
performing shows, but I never 
thought about doing reality 
TV until friends suggested 
it,” she says. “I’m all about 
taking chances and seizing 

At a Miami Heat game: “I’m heavy on action songs, something that gets everyone up and moving. A 
favorite oldie-but-goodie in almost every arena is the Sugarhill Gang’s ‘Apache.’ Not everyone 
can do the ‘Soulja Boy,’ but everyone can do the ‘Apache.’” For the radio: “I try to bring a party to the 
airwaves. If you tune in to my show, it’s almost like being in the club. That’s also the venue where 
I get to introduce new music, so it’s a mix of big current hits and new exclusive joints.” At the club: 
“Nightclubs are good for playing party breaks—those ‘Get your hands up!’ records—so I’m playing 
everything from hip-hop to R&B, electro, breakbeats, house and rock in one night. You can’t really do 
that on the radio.” DJ Irie’s top fi ve songs that will never suck: 1. “In Da Club” by 50 Cent  
2. “September” by Earth, Wind & Fire  3. “Love Generation” by Bob Sinclair, featuring Gary Pine  
4. “It Takes Two” by Rob Base & DJ EZ Rock  5. “Smells Like Teen Spirit” by Nirvana ALYSON MANCE

DJ Irie’s guide to rocking any venue.spin cycle 

Leona Lewis wins over the TRL crowd.

opportunities, so I went for it.”
Since X Factor, Lewis 

has earned four Brit Award 
nominations and critical 
acclaim for Spirit, which 
was released in the UK this 
past November and quickly 
became the country’s fastest-
selling debut album in history. 

Her fi rst single, “Bleeding 
Love,” produced by One 
Republic frontman Ryan 
Tedder, is already gaining 
ground on US radio, and 
Lewis hopes the momentum 
is an indication of what’s to 
come. “Everyone wants their 
music to do well and reach 
people. Whether it inspires 
one person or a million 
[people], that’s what we all 
want.” rashaun hall


